INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 

This report pertains to a perceived error in 
the recording of memorial details for a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces, 
during the Great War 1914-1921. 


SUBMITTED TO: 

CWGC Commemorations Section 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

2 Marlow Road 

Maidenhead, Berkshire 

SL6 7DX United Kingdom 

Email: commemorations@cwqc.org 


Report Date: 28 October 2018 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


Confirmed Identity 


Burial Location Identified 


Most Probable Identity 


Memorial Correction 

X 

Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 

X 

Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 


Other 


Other 



Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 

Burial Information: 

Hart, Henry William 

i 

Menin Gate Memorial 

link 

7 th Bn Australian Infantry 

i 

Ypres, Belgium 

i 

Private #2691 

i 

Villers-Bretonneux Memorial 

link 

Death: 23 August 1918 

link 

Somme, France 

i 

Graves Registration Report 

1 

Date of Burial / Exhumation 

i 

Memorial Panel List 

2 

War Diary Extract(s) 

7 

CWGC Records 

3 

Heath Cemetery COG-BR 

8 

Service Records 

4 

7 th Battalion AIF Memorials 

9 

Area Map(s) 

5 

Grave Stone Inscription 


Trench Map(s) 

6 

Special Exhumation Report 


Possible Candidates List 


Reporting and Review 

10 


Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report for the 7 th Battalion Australian Infantry at the Ypres 
(Menin Gate) Memorial names Private Henry William Hart #2691. This memorial 
commemorates Commonwealth soldiers who died in the Belgian Salient. 

Private Hart was killed in action on 23 August 1918 (not 23 March 1918) northeast of 
Harbonnieres, France. His remains were not knowingly recovered or identified and thus 
he should be listed on the Australian Villers-Bretonneux Memorial in the Somme Region 
of France. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are based on the following: 

1. The Graves Registration Report tor Private Henry William Hart #2691 on the 
CWGC website indicates that he is incorrectly named on the Ypres (Menin Gate) 
Memorial (Attachment #1). This document is also incorrect, as it states that his 
date of death was 23 March 1918. Pt. Hart was killed in action on 23 August 
1918. 

2. The Memorial Panel List confirms that the name is listed, appearing as “Hart H 
W”, on the panel for the 7 th Battalion, Australian Infantry Force (Attachment #2). 
The only other Australian with the surname “Hart” and the initials “H W” served in 
the Australian Service Corps and is buried in Cheltenham (Old) Cemetery in 
Victoria, Australia ( CWGC Link ). 

3. The Names Database of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) 
shows that there are 93 names on the 7 th Battalion panel on the Ypres (Menin 
Gate) Memorial (Attachment #3). Of these ninety-two (92) are for the period of 
September-October 1917 when the 7 th Battalion AIF saw action in Belgium. Only 
one (1) name records a casualty of 1918, namely Private Hart. 

4. The Service Records for Private H W Hart #2691 are clear that the soldier was 
killed in action near Harbonnieres, France on 23 August 1918 (Attachment #4). 
Furthermore, the records note that he was buried at Trench Map Coordinates 
(TMC) 62d.R.27.b.3.0. 

5. An Area Map (Google) of the Western Front, as it currently exists, marks the 
location of Harbonnieres, France and Ypres, Belgium (Attachment #5). The area 
where Private Hart was killed and buried is clearly outside of the area designated 
as “Belgian Flanders”. 

6. A more detailed Trench Map from the Lloyd Reeds McMaster Collection shows 
the reported burial area for Private Hart to the northeast of Harbonnieres and 
southwest of St. Martin’s Wood covering the area defined by TMC 62d.R.23 and 
62d.R.29 (Attachment #6). 

7. The War Diary of the 7 th Battalion Australian Infantry Force (2 nd Australian 
Brigade, 1 st Australian Division) indicates that the battalion was in that precise 
area when Private Hart was killed on 23 August 1918 (Attachment #7). The 
Battalion Headquarters was located at 62d.R.28.c.5.4, less than 1 ,000 yards 
from where Private Hart was reported to have been buried on the battlefield. 

8. A large number of men of the 7 th Battalion, Australian Infantry Force, are buried 
in the Heath Cemetery, Harbonnieres . Within that cemetery there are thirteen 
(13) known UAS of the 7 th Battalion who are recognized by Special Memorials 
“Buried in this Cemetery’ (Attachment #8). There is one (1) additional memorial 
where the battalion is not identified, but it might be 7 th Battalion. None of those 
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memorials are for Private Hart. There are other UAS, not identified by battalion, 
that were found in the area where Private Hart was reported buried, however 
there is insufficient information to determine if any of those remains are those of 
Private Hart. 

9. A careful analysis of the Special Memorials for the 28 men of the 7th Battalion 
Australian Infantry Force lost during the Battle of Amiens in August 1918 reveals 
that fourteen (14) are named on the memorials within the Heath Cemetery and 
an additional thirteen (13) are correctly named on the Villers-Bretonneux 
Memorial (Attachment #9). Only Pte. Hart, who was clearly killed on 23 August 
1918 in the actions close to Amiens, is named on the Menin Gate Memorial. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #10). 

The evidence is conclusive that Private Henry William Hart #2691 was killed in action on 
23 August 1918 near Harbonnieres, France and that his remains were not knowingly 
recovered. As such, his name should appear on the Australian Villers-Bretonneux 
Memorial in France and not on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial in Belgium. 

The grave registration record also needs to be amended to show the date of death as 
23 August 1918, not 23 March 1918. The database entry is correct. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc5670883.JPG 


INDEX No. M.R.29 HARRIS, Lee. Cpl. John Albert, 5114. 48th 
YPRES Bn. 12th Oct., 1917. 

(MENIN GATE) HARRIS , Gnr . j ohn Ambrose, 9916. 1st Bde. 

iiicTDAi Ti Field Artillery. 8th Oct., 1917. Age 23. Son of 
AUSIKALIA j ames an£ j E m i[y Harris, of “ Westhoek,” Gipps 
ii to K 5 t ) Concord, New South Wales. Native of 
Kogarah, New South Wales. 

HARRIS, Pte. John Thomas, 1663A, M.M. 
52nd Bn. 8th June, 1917. Age 37. Son of 
William and Margaret Jane Harris; husband of 
Mabel R. Harris, of Stokes St., Beaconsfield, 
Fremantle, Western Australia. Native of Clunes, 
Victoria. 

HARRIS, Pte. Joseph Ernest, 6073. 17th Bn. 
20th Sept., 1917. 

HARRIS, Pte. Leslie Duncan, 1839. 39th Bn. 
7th June, 1917. Age 19. Son of Mary Jones 
(formerly Harris), of Coleraine Rd., Hamilton, 
Victoria, and the late Henry Laurence Harris. 

HARRIS, Pte. Mervyn Gladstone, 6268. 2nd Bn. 
18th Sept., 1917. 

HARRIS, Pte. Stanley Oliver, 7020. 14th Bn. 
27th Sept., 1917. Age 33. Son of Roderick 
Henry and Margaret Jane Harris, of Metcalfe, 
Victoria. 

HARRIS, Pte. William Henry, 864. 31st Bn. 
26th/27th Sept., 1917. 

HARRIS, Pte. William James, 5580. 17th Bn. 
20th Sept., 1917. Age 19. Son of James and 
Rose Harris, of Quaker Hill, New South Wales. 
Native of Nyngan, New South Wales. 

HARRISON, Pte. Albert Ernest, 2070. 6th Bn. 
15th Oct., 1917. Son of Ernest and Jessie 
Harrison. Native of Geelong, Victoria. 

HARRISON. Pte. Charles Henry, 4484. 10th Bn. 
20th Sept., 1917. Age 20. Son of James and 
Beatrice Mary Harrison, of Hamley Bridge, South 
Australia. Native of Wolseley, South Australia. 

HARRISON, Lee. Cpl. Frank, 1658. 49th Bn. 
nth Oct., 1917. 

HARRISON, Pte. Harry William, 6878. 5th Bn. 
20th Sept., 1917. 

HARRISON, Pte. 

27th Sept., 1917. 

HARRISON, Pte. 

1st Nov., 1917. 

398 


Henry, 6527. 

16th 

Bn. 

James, 7287. 

12th 

Bn. 


HARRISON, Pte. Joseph Raymond, 4140. 26th 
Bn. 8th Oct., 1917. 

HARRISON, Pte. Reginald, 2959. 56* Bn. 

30th Sept., 1917. 

HARRISS, Pte. Paul, 4506. See “ MACKIN¬ 
TOSH, ” the true family name. 

HARROD, Pte. William, 6745. istBn. 9th Nov., 
1917. Age 22. Son of Eliza Mannebach (formerly 
Harrod), and William Mannebach (step-father), 
of 101, Dalzell Rd., Stockwell, London, England. 

HART, Pte. Frederick, 1224. 17th Bn. 20th 
Sept., 1917. Age 32. Son of Horace Hart and 
Elizabeth Berry his wife; husband of Emily 
Hart, of “ Branford.” Hlawarra Rd., Undercliffe, 
New South Wales. Native of Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, England. 23 August 1918 


HART, Pte, Henry William, 2691. 7th Bn. 
23rd [March,]l 9i8. Age 23. Son of Thomas W. 
and Alice Hart, of 13, Queerin St., Fulham, 
London, England. 


' yt 


HART, Pte. James, 1562. See * DALY,* 
true family name. 

HART, 2nd Lt. Morris. 42nd Bn. 4th Oct., 
1917. Age 22. Son of Frederick MacDonnell 
Hart and Isabella Hart. Native of Brisbane, 
Queensland. 

HARTFIELD, Pte. William Ernest, 2661. 51st 
Bn. 12th Oct., 1917. Age 36. Son of William 
and Agnes Hartfield; husband of Emily Hartfield, 
of Wharf St., Queen’s Park, Western Australia. 
Native of East Grinstead, England. 

HARTH, Pte. Edward Henry, 2320. 41st Bn. 
2nd Aug., 1917. 

HARTLAND, Pte. Raymond Turner, 5032. 
35th Bn. 3rd March, 1918. Age 19. Son of 
Albert William and Louisa Emma Hartland, of 
Wagga Wagga, New South Wales. 

HARVEY, Pte. Arthur Oscar, 1152, M.M. 
34th Bn. 12th Oct., 1917. Age 21. Son of 
George Alfred and Annie Harvey, of 64, Whit- 
stable Rd., Canterbury, Kent, England. Native 
of Wandsworth, London, England. 

HARVEY, Pte. Edgar Lawrence George, 2416B. 
27th Bn. 3rd Oct., 1917. Age 25. Son of 
Samuel George and Elizabeth Ann Harvey, of 
Yacka, South Australia. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Memorial Panel List 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc1868512.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission Database Information, 7 th Battalion, Australian Infantry A.I.F. 


YEAR 

LISTINGS 

1915 

0 

1916 

0 

1917 

92 

1918 

1 

TOTAL 

93 




CWGC 

Commonwealth Wjr Grave', CommKticm 


About Us How To Search | Shop Log In 


s* JOIN OUR FOUNDATION 


Find 

war dead & cemeteries 


Explore 

history & archives 


Learn 

about our activities 


Search war dead, cemeteries, website 


You searched for: 


Regiment: australian infantry, a.i.f. X 


Cemetery Or Memorial: ypres (menin gate) memorial X 


Unit: 7th bn X 


Date From: 01-01-1914 X 


Date To: 01-01-1922 X 


EDIT SEARCH 


Start a new search 


Showing 93 record(s) sorted by Relevance 


Download results 


Refine results 


War 


j First World War (93) 


Last name 

First names 

Date of death 

Regiment 

Rank 

or 

Age 

Country of service 

Service Number 

initials 

Cemetery/memorial 

Grave Reference/Panel Number 



You searched for: R e gj ment; australian infantry, a.i.f. X 

EDIT SEARCH 


Cemetery Or Memorial: ypres (menin gate) memorial X 

Unit: 7th bn X Date From: 01-01-1918 X 


Start a new search 
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Last name 

First names 

Date of death 

Regiment 



Rank 

or 

Age 

Country of service 


War 

Service Number 

initials 

Cemetery/memorial 

Grave Reference/Panel Number 



First World War (1) 

HART 

HENRY WILLIAM 

Friday. August 23,1918 

Australian Infantry. 

H 



Private 


Age 23 

A.I.F. 

Served with 

2691 


YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

Australian 


Australian (1) 



Panel 7 - 17 - 23 - 25 - 27 - 29 - 31. 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Australian Government - National Archives of Australia 
NAA: B2455. HART H W 
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ATTACHMENT #5 


Area Map - Google Earth Pro 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


Lloyd Reeds Map Collection of McMaster University, Hamilton Ontario Canada. Harbonnieres Map 
341WW1MAP. http://diqitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/obiect/macrepo%3A3954/-/collection 
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ATTACHMENT #7 


Australian War Memorial - War Diary of the 7 th Battalion, Australian Infantry Force (A.I.F.) 
AWM4 23/24/42 - August 1918 https://www.awm.qov.au/collection/C1343211 ?imaqe=6 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


Heath Cemetery Harbonnieres: Locations of 7 th Battalion, Australian Infantry 

COG-BR 2301308 


• 3.D.15 62d.X.21.a.05.95 UAS 7th Bn., no date 

• 3.D.16 62d.X.21.a.05.95 UAS 7th Bn., no date 

• 3.D.17 62d.X.21.a.05.95 UAS 7th Bn., no date 

COG-BR 2301316 

• 3.J.16 62d.X.20.b.10.10 UAS ?? Bn., 9 August 1918 - same location as many of 7th Bn., 
see COG-BR 2301321 (below) - see above, 5th or 8th Bn. 

COG-BR 2301321 


• 3.J.20 62d.X.20.b.10.10 UAS (Officer) 7th Bn., 9 August 1918 

• 4.A.11 62d.X.20.b.10.10 UAS 7th Bn., 9 August 1918 

• 4.A.12 62d.X.20.b.10.10 UAS 7th Bn., 9 August 1918 

• 4.A.13 62d.X.20.b.10.10 UAS 7th Bn., 9 August 1918 

COG-BR 2301323 


• 4.A.14 62d.X.20.b.10.10 AS 7th Bn., 9 August 1918 - same location as many of 7th Bn., 
see COG-BR 2301321 (above) 

• 3.F.13 62d.X.21.a.05.95 UAS 7th Bn., no date - same location as those on COG-BR 
2301308 (above) 

• 3.F.14 62d.X.21.a.05.95 UAS 7th Bn., no date -" 

• 3.F.15 62d.X.21.a.05.95 UAS 7th Bn., no date -" 

• 3.F.16 62d.X.21.a.05.95 UAS 7th Bn., no date -" 

• 3.F.17 62d.X.21.a.05.95 UAS 7th Bn., no date -" 
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ATTACHMENT #9 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission Database - Memorials to Missing, 7 th Battalion AIF 
Battle of Amiens, August 1918 (data extracted and summarized) 


surname 

initials 

death 

rank 

# 

cemetery or memorial 

reference 

ANDERSON 

OBA 

09-08-18 

Private 

'1905' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 18. 

CADDY 

J 

09-08-18 

Second Lieutenant 


HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 21. 

COWAN 

C 

09-08-18 

Private 

'6982' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 15. 

GIBSON 

W 

09-08-18 

Corporal 

'2669A' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 20. 

GIRVEN 

T J 

09-08-18 

Private 

'5387' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 11. 

HASLEM 

R H 

09-08-18 

Private 

'2585' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 10. 

McCALLUM 

E W 

09-08-18 

Lance Corporal 

'2713' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 19. 

NETTLETON 

T 

09-08-18 

Lance Corporal 

'1858' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 12. 

PEPPER 

H H 

09-08-18 

Lance Corporal 

'2744B' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem.13. 

PURBRICK 

R B 

09-08-18 

Lieutenant 


HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 22. 

ROBERTS 

G 

09-08-18 

Lance Corporal 

7064' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 14. 

ROBERTSON 

RG V 

09-08-18 

Private 

'6820' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 9. 

SALTER 

J E 

13-08-18 

Sergeant 

'2795' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES Sp. Mem. 16. 

WALLACE 

G 

09-08-18 

Private 

'1705' 

HEATH CEMETERY, 

HARBONNIERES 

Sp. Mem. 17. 

AISTON 

PA 

09-08-18 

Private 

'6950' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

ATKINS 

S J 

09-08-18 

Private 

'26A' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

CASEY 

J A 

23-08-18 

Private 

'2593' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

COOK 

R 

13-08-18 

Private 

'6981' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

COOKE 

C 

24-08-18 

Private 

'2607' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

EASTON 

C 

24-08-18 

Private 

719A' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

HAMBLETT 

J H 

09-08-18 

Lieutenant 


VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

MITCHELL 

AK 

24-08-18 

Private 

'6320' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

NEEDHAM 

D E 

11-08-18 

Private 

'3532' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

PAVICH 

A A 

11-08-18 

Private 

'961 A' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

RAY 

H 

20-08-18 

Private 

'1605' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

SMITH 

J H 

23-08-18 

Lance Corporal 

'6353' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

WHITEHEAD 

J F R 

23-08-18 

Private 

'3501' 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MEMORIAL 

France 

HART 

H W 

23-08-18 

Private 

'2691' 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

Belgium 
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ATTACHMENT #10 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces during the Great War 1914-1921 .The Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event they wish to make 
changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the CWGC has set out 
their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as detailed below. The 
CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 

This process differs from cases related to members of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 
as these do not go first to the CWGC Canadian Agency in Ottawa. We have modified the 
requirement information noted below to include CWGC criteria from their source material: 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 


Evidence and Source Material: 


Cases need to present clear and 
convincing evidence to prove the identity 
of a casualty and must not be based on 
assumption or speculation. The 
Commission's Commemoration Team will 
also consider whether the findings of a 
better informed contemporary 
investigation are being revisited and if 
there is any new evidence to consider. By 
way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of 
the arrangements for the commemoration 
where it is apparent that no new evidence 
is being presented and, a better informed 
previous decision is being revisited some 
100 years later. 


Un-cited resources cannot be accepted as official 
evidence. Research conducted on the internet will 
only be accepted if supplied by a recognised 
authority such as the CWGC, National Archives 
etc. Any primary (contemporary) sources e.g. the 
National Archives, CWGC, and Genealogical 
website original documentation etc. must be 
copied and submitted with the case. The relevant 
pages of any secondary material e.g. published 
reference books and articles; website material etc. 
should also be copied and submitted. All sources 
must be correctly referenced as footnotes 
throughout the submission as well as cited in a 
complete bibliography of consulted sources 
Referencing is essential to any historical research 
and should contain some uniform elements. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 
Canada 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Investigator & 
Report Author 

Timothy McTague 

Private Researcher 

Rhode Island USA 

timmct(S)verizon.net 

Report 

Reviewer 


Pte. Henry William Hart 


Page 13 


Incorrect Memorial Report 













